THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN

the conqueror did not allow his subjects to trade with the con-
quered. And when peace had restored the commercial activity of
die conquered provinces, Islam directed it into new trade routes,
which were opened up by the immensity of its conquests.

These new trade routes connected the Caspian Sea with die
Baltic, by way of the Volga, and the Scandinavians, whose mer-
chants frequented the shores of the Black Sea, were suddenly
compelled to follow the new route. Of this we need no further
proof than the many Oriental coins found in Gothland.

We may be certain that the disturbances inseparable from the
conquest of Syria (634-636) and then of Egypt (640-642) must
have hindered navigation.1

The ships must have been requisitioned for the fleet which
Islam suddenly organized in the Aegean Sea. Moreover, one can
hardly imagine that merchants would have sailed through the
midst of the hostile fleet, unless to take advantage of the situation,
as many of them must have done, by turning pirate.

We may certainly conclude that from the middle of the 7th
century navigation between the Musulman ports of the Aegean
Sea and those ports which had remained Christian had become
impossible; or if there was any, it must have been almost negligible.

It may have been possible to maintain navigation, under the
protection of the fleet, between Byzantium and the adjacent coast,
still defended by the capital, and the other Greek regions of Greece,
the Adriatic, Southern Italy, and Sicily, but we can hardly suppose
that the Byzantine vessels could have sailed any farther, since Islam
was attacking Sicily as early as 650.

As for the commercial activities of Africa, the continual ravaging
of the country from 643 to 708 undoubtedly put an end to them.
The few rare vestiges of commerce -that may have survived dis-
appeared after the taking of Carthage and the foundation of Tunis
in 698.

1 It is not by chance that the series of pseudo-Imperial coins in Gaul stops
at Heraclius (610-641). Cf. PROU, Catalogue des monnaies mfrovingiennes,%
pp. xxvii-xxviii.